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AREAS OF EXPERTISE 
 

• International and Swiss tax Law 
• International tax controversy and disputes  
• International arbitration  
• Public international law  
• Tax policy & tax in the boardroom 
 
BIOGRAPHY  
 
Robert Danon is a tenured Professor of Law at the University of Lausanne (Switzerland) where he heads its 
Tax Policy Center.  
 
Robert is a member of several academic and professional organizations dealing with tax law. In particular, 
he currently serves as the Chairman of the Permanent Scientific Committee (PSC) of the International Fiscal 
Association (IFA).  
 
Robert has practiced tax law for over twenty years and his expertise covers all areas of Swiss and international 
tax law. From an international standpoint, his expertise focuses on tax treaty law (including its interaction 
with investment law), transfer pricing, dispute resolution and, more broadly, public international law. His 
recent assignments have for example dealt with the issue of abuse in international tax law, the attribution of 
profits to permanent establishments, non-discrimination and most favored nation clauses (MFNs) as well 
as State responsibility for internationally wrongful acts. 
 
Robert regularly serves as expert-witness in international tax law in high profile arbitration cases, including 
commercial arbitrations or those involving non-tax agreements such as Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs) 
or the Energy Charter Treaty (ECT).  
 
Robert also advises governments and MNEs groups on reforms and corporate tax governance issues 
associated thereto. For instance, in 2015 he was requested by Switzerland’s Finance Minister to analyze the 
constitutionality of its corporate tax reform aimed at complying with the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) and European tax standards. He is regularly invited by the OECD 
to express his views on matters of international tax law. He has in particular done so on (i) beneficial 
ownership (2011), (ii) hybrid entities (2014), (iii) the attribution of profits to permanent establishments 
(2017) and (iv) the challenges raised by digitalization (2017-2019).  
 
Robert holds a PhD (“doctorat en droit”) in Law from the University of Geneva (“summa cum laude”) and an 
LL.M in International Taxation from the University of Leiden (the Netherlands) which he completed while 
fully involved in private practice.  
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